An introduction to
selling blinds

We are a small family owned independent blind manufacturer. We have been manufacturing blinds for
trade and contract customers since 1991, from our factory in Hevingham near Norwich. Although we are
a relatively small company we believe that we are able to provide our customers with excellent products
and service.
Mayflair Blinds Ltd do not advertise directly to the general public so should never be in direct competition.
Many of our existing customers own carpet shops and sell blinds to boast their sales. This can be achieved
with a small financial outlay. We have decided to put together an information pack to try to introduce
you to all aspects of selling blinds.
After reading this, you should have an insight to starting a successful window blind business. We are able
to provide you with a starter pack for £199.00 + VAT. This is for the pattern books you will need to get
started. Roller, Vertical, Metal Venetian & Woodslat Venetian.
If you think this is something that may interest you and would like to see our Sales Manager Peter Gibbs to
discuss it further you can call him directly on 07810 501698 or call the office 01603 754318, alternatively
email info@mayflairblinds.co.uk.
Kind regards,

Andrew Seales
Managing Director

MAYFLAIR BLINDS LIMITED
Cobbleacre Park Brick Kiln Road Hevingham Norwich NR10 5NL
Tel: 01603 754318 Fax: 01603 754365
Email: info@mayflairblinds.co.uk www.mayflairblinds.co.uk
Registered in England No. 2618363

ROLLER BLINDS
Roller Blind consists of fabric on an aluminium tube which can be operated by a side action control on the right or
left of the blind or by a spring mechanism.
A standard Roller blind has a straight finish at the bottom with a sewn pocket into which a piece of PVC lath is
inserted to give the fabric weight. A variety of styles, poles and braids can be used to decorate the bottom of the
blind. The brackets supplied are universal, so they can be used to fit the blind to the top of the recess, onto the
window frame or fixed to the side of the recess.

We are also able to supply Velux style roof window blinds.

VERTICAL BLINDS
Vertical blinds consist of a painted aluminium headrail onto which fabric louvers are hung.
The louvers can be twisted through 180 degrees and can be drawn back off the window. This is controlled by a chain
to tilt the louvers and a cord to draw them back or by wand control so no need for cord and chain. Louvers are
available in 127mm width and 89mm width.

VENETIAN BLINDS - ALUMINIUM
Venetian blinds are aluminium strips running horizontally, which can be tilted through 180 degrees.
Available in 15mm, 25mm, 35mm and 50mm slat widths and a wide range of colours.
15mm and 25mm venetians have a cord to lift the blind and a wand to tilt the slats. Standard controls are right hand
raise/lower and left hand tilt, but these can also be positioned both on the right or left hand sides. 35mm and 50mm
blinds usually have a cord to tilt the slats rather than a wand.

VENETIAN BLINDS - WOOD
The basics are the same as an aluminium Venetian but with wooden slats. On a wooden Venetian the tilt and
raise/lower are both cords. Woodslat Venetians can have ladder tapes or cords.

PLEATED BLINDS
Pleated blinds are made of fabric that has been formed into pleats. These blinds can be made for standard windows,
skylight windows and are used extensively in conservatory roof shading, as they can be made into the various shapes
that are found in conservatory roofs.

ROMAN BLINDS
Roman blinds are made from a soft cloth with a standard or blackout lining fabric backing. The blind is operated by a
side action chain. When the blinds open the fabric neatly folds at the top of the blind.

PERFECT FIT
Perfect Fit blinds fit within a frame that is fitting directly to the door or window frame. The blinds clip into
the beading around the glass, so there is no need for drilling. These blinds are available as:-

Pleated

Roller

Venetian

SUPPLYING BLINDS
As a window blind manufacturer we can supply you with blinds at trade prices. All blinds are guaranteed for 1 Year.
For the first order we would issue a pro-forma invoice. Once a credit application form has been complete a credit
account could be arranged subject to a credit check.

PRICING
We will supply you with a Trade Price List, this is the price you buy at ex VAT. We will also provide a Retail Price List,
this list is the trade price + 50%, including VAT. The Retail Price is only a guide.

PATTERN BOOKS YOU WILL NEED
You will need fabric samples to show your prospective customers. We will be able to provide you with all the
sample collections you will need at cost price.
VERTICAL FABRIC COLLECTION* - £52.00 + VAT
ROLLER FABRIC COLLECTION* - £92.00 +VAT
ALUMINIUM VENETIAN SLAT SELECTOR* - £25.00 + VAT
WOOD VENETIAN SLAT SELECTOR* - £30.00 + VAT
*These books are included in the £199.00 starter pack.

PLEATED FABRIC COLLECTION – £57.00 + VAT
ROMAN BLIND COLLECTION - £50.00 + VAT
We currently have 2 suppliers of Roller & Vertical fabrics, although it’s not essential we would recommend that you
have both types of pattern book to double your selection. The additional book prices are as follows;
VERTICAL FABRIC COLLECTION - £45.00 + VAT
ROLLER FABRIC COLLECTION - £120.00 + VAT

ORDER FORMS
We have provided order forms to help you. Orders are then emailed or faxed to us.

QUOTING, MEASURING AND FITTING
QUOTING
Arrange to measure the window while the customer browses through your samples. When the customer has
selected a fabric always check to make sure that the fabric is suitable and wide enough for the sizes measured. Some
fabrics may not be suitable for damp environments such as bathroom and kitchens and some have width or drop
restrictions. All this information will be in your pattern book.
If they decide there and then to purchase, we suggest that you complete the Order Form to ensure that all necessary
details are taken. Most orders will be ready for fitting in 2-3 weeks.
IMPORTANT: Although we aim to get orders completed as quickly as possible, there is always the possibility that a
fabric may be out of stock, we will let you know as soon as we can.

MEASURING
Correct measuring is paramount. You will be supplying made to measure blinds, made especially for your customers
windows, if you make a mistake when measuring you will be stuck with a blind which you will have to pay for and will
most unlikely be able to sell to anyone else. As all our blinds are made to measure we will be unable to cancel any
orders.

Detailed below are measuring procedures for the main types of blinds. Most blinds will be fitted inside the window
recess. We will make a deduction from an inside recess size to enable free movement of the blind.

When measuring for any type of blinds, check the window for obstructions which will make the recess narrower such
as tiles or dado rails for example, and make allowances for these. When measuring outside a recess, allow 75mm –
150mm each side for good coverage of the window.
Roller Blinds
The width is the critical measurement for a roller blind. This should be measured where the blind is to be fitted. It’s
worth bearing in mind that the fabric on a roller blind will be less than the recess measurement, which means that
the fabric will miss most standard tiles when operated, but if in doubt measure the tiles recess as well.
For glazed doors it is usual to measure the fabric width required. Measure from where the fabric will run behind the
door handle and allow the same overlap the other side, then order the blind as fabric/cloth size.
Please be aware that most doors open inwards and often onto a wall or the reveal, it’s worth bearing in mind that
there may not be enough space to accommodate the brackets etc. A shallow projection brackets are available,
alternatively you could offer a 25mm venetian blind or pleated blind which will only need about 25mm to clearance.
Velux Roller Blinds
All Velux windows have a code. The code will tell us what size the window is so there is no need to measure the
window.
Vertical Blinds
The width should be measured where the headrail is to be fitted. The drop should be measure in 3 different places
across the window and the smallest measurement used. If the blinds are to be fitted to the window frames you must
remember to check for window handles. There are extension brackets available to project the blind beyond the
handles. For bay windows and conservatories allowances will have to be made for the corners. This can be done by
us at the factory. We will need the recess sizes and the angle of the corner to make these allowances.
These blinds can be opened to the left, right or split as shown on the next page.

Split Draw

Right Hand Bunch

Left Hand Bunch

Venetian Blinds
For both aluminium and wooden venetians, measure the width and drop in several different places down the
window to identify any differences and use the smallest measurements.
Pleated Blinds – For windows
The critical measurement is the width. Measure as for a roller blind.
As mentioned before pleated blinds are used extensively for conservatory roofs. A lean-to conservatory will have
rectangular blinds which are fairly straight forward to measure and fit it, is a good idea to get some help with your
first job. Other styles of conservatories will have shaped roof panels, we would suggest calling us assist you with the
measuring and fitting.
Roman Blinds
The same as most other blinds, measure the width and drop in 3 different places and use the smallest measurement.
Perfect Fit Blinds
These blinds can only be fitted to plastic framed windows. You will need to measure the glass size for this type of
blind also the bead depth of the window frame.

FITTING
Full detailed fitting instructions for all types of blinds are available on our website. However, we would be more than
happy to talk you through any questions you may have.

